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that they must continue business. They will therefore trade without
licences, since the Municipality has refused to issue them these.
They are still prepared to take them out if the Government agrees
to issue them.

The campaign for burning certificates of voluntary registration
is gathering way. For one thing, there is the agitation [by way of
mass meetings, etc.]. For another, hawkers and others are trading
without licences. Thirdly, there is Mr. Sorabji's case. Let us see now
if General Smuts can find any way out of this [situation], I, for one,
do not believe that he can bear to behold the light of satyagraha. Every-
thing depends on the spirit of unity among Indians and their courage.

CAPE CONFERENCE

The Hamidia Islamic Society sent a telegram to the Cape Con-
ference. This has been telegraphically acknowledged with thanks, and
the reply states further that a resolution has been passed recommending
the merger of all [Indian] Associations.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908

196.   LETTER TO THE PRESS
JOHANNESBURG,
July 2y 1908
SIR,
The Supreme Court has decided that Asiatics have no right to re-
call voluntary registration applications.1 The object of going to Court
was for voluntar[il]y registered Asiatics to place themselves on the same
footing as their unregistered brethren who, they contend, have a right
to be placed on a par with them but who, General Smuts contends,
ought to be banished out of the country or, being absent, should not be
allowed to return to the country of their domicile.
The questionable victory gained by General Smuts on a highly
technical point of law will not thwart the purpose of the Asiatics to be-
come disregistered, provided that they have sufficient courage and spirit
of self-sacrifice.
The application to the Supreme Court had to have a legal as also
a moral basis. The legal basis consisted in the ability on either side to
treat the compromise as a nullity without getting any relief from the
1 For details of the judgment, vide "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 347-8.